
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 11 April 2019] 

 p2474b-2474b 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — MOBILE SLAUGHTERING UNIT 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.06 am]: 
Last week, I witnessed the unveiling of a working prototype of the first Australian mobile slaughtering unit 
designed and built in Western Australia. The Australian livestock sector has been wanting an effective mobile 
process for over 20 years and it has been made possible by the hard work and ingenuity of the WA company 
Simmons Global and the Victorian agricultural start-up Provenir. This new technology will significantly improve 
animal welfare and allow for increased traceability of the provenance of each animal. The processing costs are 
likely to be higher per unit, but this technology allows growers, restaurateurs and gourmet retailers to target 
a premium market of consumers who want the very best locally grown meat. By removing the need to transport 
livestock to an abattoir, the stress on the animals is reduced, which confers great benefit to their welfare and the 
quality of the meat produced. This technology demonstrates that smaller scale facilities and innovative models are 
possible and can allow growers and processors more flexibility and an opportunity to capture high-value markets. 
It has been a complex task to develop the technology that is able to be transported and meets Australia’s high 
regulatory standards for animal welfare and food safety. When looking for an engineering firm that had the 
expertise and capability to design and construct this concept, Provenir looked to WA and to Simmons Global. Our 
state has a peerless reputation in the engineering sector, earned from the skill honed in the mining and oil and gas 
industries. This project serves as a great reminder of how we might diversify that engineering talent and apply it 
to agricultural innovation. This week the mobile abattoir will process its first animals at Narrogin College of 
Agriculture. We hope this goes well, as it could be a game changer for many in the livestock industry. 
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